‘Single-Bullet’ TBisgivings Denied 

Crumlish Comments 
'Absurd/ Specter Says 

District Attorney Arlen Specter said Friday that state- 
ments attributed to him on the “single-bullet” theory of 
President Kennedy’s death were “absurd” and politically 
inspired. 


Former • District Attorney 
James C. Crumlish told The In- 
quirer on Thursday that Specter 
confided to him when, the War- 
ren Report was completed that 
he believed the public would 
never accept the theory that one 
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bullet struck the President and 
then wounded Texas Gov. John 
Connally. 

“Someone should remind him 
(Crumlish) that the 1965 cam- 
paign for District Attorney of 
Philadelphia has been over for 
more than a year,” Specter 
said. * 

Specter, a Democrat support- 
ed by the Republicans, defeated 


Cramlish, the Democratic Party 
nominee, in the election. He re- 
futed any and all statements at- 
tributed to him by Crumlish on 
the topic of the Warren Com- 
mission and its controversial 
report. 

“I never confided anything to 
the former District Attorney, 
and at no time did I express 
any misgivings on the conclu- 
sions of the Warren Commis- 
sion,” Specter said. 

When informed of Specter’s 
denial Friday, Crumlish said he 
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was “shocked.” He said Spec- 
ter’s comments were “complete- 
ly untrue.” 

“He is the politically ambi- 
tious one, and it is perfectly ob- 
vious to me and everyone else 
that he is using his present 
office as a base for a political 
movement,” Crumlish said. 

“His criticism of me is not 
well-founded. It is merely his 
attempt to water down the 
truth.” 

EXPRESSED DOUBTS 

In Thursday’s Inquirer, Crum- 
lish quoted Specter not as hav- 
ing misgivings on the commis- 
sion’s conclusions, but as doubt- 
ing that the American people 
would accept, as fact, in the 
forseeable future, Specter’s 
theory that the same bullet 
struck both the President and 
Gov. Connally. 

“It is my view that the com- 
mission was correct when it 
concluded that ‘very persuasive 
evidence’ indicated that the 
‘same bullet which pierced the 
President’s throat also caused 
Gov. Connally’s wounds’,” Spec- 
ter said. 

“I do now, and always have, 
j ubscribed to that view. It has 
i Iways been apparent to me 
t lat there would be much com- 
i lent and much speculation on 
t le momentous events surround- 
i ig the assassination of Presi- 
( ent Kennedy because a book 
> r as being discussed on new 
1 leories on the assassination of 
’resident Lincoln, while the 
■ Kennedy investigation was i n 
] rogress. 

“Such discussions are healthy 
in a democratic society, but 
they do not in any way shake 
'my confidence on the work of 
the Warren Commission.” 


Specter also denied telling 
Crumlish that others were 
either unwilling or unable -to 
operate the commission’s inves- 
tigation and that he was “run- 
ning the whole thing,” as Crum- 
lish put it 

“I have never characterized 
my role with the commission,” 
Specter said. “The notes of tes- 
timony on my questioning of 
certain witnesses speaks for it- 
self, and indicates the extent 
of my participation.” 

The District Attorney said 
only one thing Crumlish said 
was true — “that I did give 
him a copy of the report.” 

Specter at no time Friday 
referred to Crumlish by name, 
using instead “the former Dis- 
trict Attorney” or “the ex-Dis- 
trict Attorney” or third person 
pronouns. 

He said also that he never re- 
turned to the D. A.’s office after 
his nine-month Job with the 
Warren Commission, but almost 
immediately accepted an as- 
signment as a special assistant 
State Attorney General to serve 
as chief counsel for the probe 
of the magisterial system upon 
his return to Philadelphia. 
REPORT CHALLENGED 

Specter’s “single - bullet” the-| 
ory and other key aspects of! 
the Warren Report have been 
under fire by critics since short-' 
ly. after the report was made 
public on Sept. 28, 1964. 

Life magazine, in its current 
issue, quotes Gov. Connally as 1 
saying that the “single-bullet” 
theory is not valid and that it 
was a “certainty” that two sep- 
arate bullets caused the Presi- 
dent’s initial neck wound and 
the wounds to Connally’s body, 
wrist and thigh. 


